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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 
UNDER 35 U.S.C.S121 

In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed on November 30, 
2006, Applicants hereby provisionally elect claims 1-21 of Group I, with traverse, for 
prosecution in this application and without prejudice to filing a separate divisional 
application directed to non-elected claims. 

Applicants elect Species A as shown in Figures 1 -1 5. Claims 1 -1 2 and 
16-21 read on elected Species A. 



Applicants respectfully submit that the outer portal member (118) of 
Species B (Figs. 16-18) is an alternative embodiment of the outer portal member (18) of 
Species A (Figs. 1-15). In one embodiment (Species A), the outer portal member (18) 
includes a single sleeve portion (70) while the outer portal member (118) (Species B) 
includes a sleeve portion (170) comprising a pair of movable sleeve sections (186, 
188). Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that independent claims 1 and 2 (from 
which claims 13-15 depend) are generic claims. 

Applicants do not believe that this response requires that any fees be 
submitted, however, if any fees are deemed necessary, these may be charged to 
Deposit Account No. 23-3000. 
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